Grade 1

Read each passage and choose the best word or phrase from
2 among the four choices for each blank. Then, on your answer sheet,

find the number of the question and mark your answer.

Gentrification

Gentrification refers to an influx of affluent citizens and upscale businesses,
along with building renovations, in underprivileged urban neighborhoods. It often
results in conspicuous changes in a district’s character and culture, and the term
generally carries a rather negative implication because it is associated with
( 26 ). In the majority of cases, gentrification occurs in two stages, with
those who comprise the first wave typically living alongside the neighborhood’s
less prosperous inhabitants and blending into the community with few difficulties.
The second wave of new residents, however, consists of well-off citizens whose
demand for trendier shops and upscale apartments leads to price escalations,
resulting in evictions and involuntary relocations of longtime inhabitants.

Another point of view, however, is that gentrification is a process that
(27 ). The rock-bottom property prices in run-down city districts allow the
creative classes, who often cannot afford to live in the more prosperous areas of a
city, to rent or purchase space where they can produce or sell their works.
Microbreweries, art galleries, cafés, and artisanal-craft shops are common pioneer
businesses that spur the growth of other small businesses like restaurants and
boutiques. Over time, the middle and upper classes will renovate neglected
buildings and boost the economy through further small-business investment, with
the result that property values, and therefore property taxes, increase. Better public
facilities, more green spaces, and improved infrastructure are usually not far
behind.

Ideally, the drive to restore prosperity to a neighborhood should come from
within rather than from gentrification. When current residents band together to
improve neighborhood conditions through efforts to incorporate green technology,
reduce crime rates, and integrate sustainable transportation options into street
layouts, it can create a unique sense of solidarity and community spirit. This, in
turn, can lead to the opening of local businesses that offer better jobs and
increased income. Additionally, measures such as rent-control regulations and
restrictions on development can minimize disruptions for low-income residents. In
this way, it seems possible to achieve the same benefits that accompany
gentrification (28 ).

(26) 1 the loss of historic landmarks
2 crimes against newcomers
3 the original residents being forced out
4 a decline in property values
(27) 1 combats urban decay 2 is merely temporary
3 benefits only the wealthy 4 can easily be reversed
(28) 1 even if the environment is harmed
2 and ensure new residents bring changes
3 in spite of political resistance
4 while avoiding its undesirable effects
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